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September 14, 1906 1076 

Outbreak of epidemic plague at Verawal — Maritime quarantine regula- 
tions to be enforced — Analysis of plague prevalence in India. 

Consul -General Michael, at Calcutta, reports, July 21 and 26, as 
follows: 

The marine department of the government of Bengal has this day 
informed this consulate-general that plague has broken out in epidemic 
form at Verawal, Bombay presidency. Verawal has been declared an 
infected port, and the regulations for the prevention of the introduc- 
tion of plague by sea, which are in force in the ports of Bengal, will 
be enforced in the ports of Orissa against vessels arriving from 
Verawal, in the Bombay presidency. 

Analysis of plague prevalence in India. 

The prevalence of plague in India is local, and the impression which 
is general in western countries that all India is infected, more or less, 
with this dread disease is entirely erroneous. 

For example, in the Bombay presidency and Sind, the section of 
India which is most affected, only 19 districts, and states and towns 
out of 108 are reported infected at this date, and of the 19 places 15 
furnish cases running from 1 to 11. 

The cit^v of Bombay reports for the week ended July 14, 40 cases 
and 38 deaths; the Surat district, 19 cases and 20 deaths; Karachi town 
and port, 26 cases and 22 deaths; Kolhapur and Sonthirr Mahratta 
country, 65 cases and 26 deaths. Thus, four districts, towns, and 
states, covering a vast area of territory and embracing two large cities, 
furnish 150 cases out of 247 reported. 

The other places furnishing fatal cases are: Fogo port, 1; Bulsar 
port, 2; Thama, 4; Banclra, 4; Thana district, 4; Poona city, 6: Satara, 
9; Kolaba district, 1; Ratnagiri district, 1; Parbandar port, 11: Jam- 
nagar town and port, 6; Verawal, 1; Kodinar port, 7; and Baroda 
State, 3, making a total number of deaths for the week 168. 

Madras presidency. — The Madras presidency reports a total number 
of cases for the week ended July 14 to be 5, and deaths 3. All of 
these cases occurred in Tellicherry port. There are 34 districts, 
towns, and states in this presidency. 

Bengal.- -In Bengal there are 38 towns and ports — including Cal- 
cutta, a city of a million inhabitants — and for these places only 25 
cases, with 27 deaths (2 held over), were reported for the week 
ended July 14. Ten of the cases occurred in Calcutta and the remain- 
ing 17 in the outlying places; Howrahtown, a suburb of Calcutta, fur- 
nished 3, Saran district 9, Patna city 5. 

Eastern Bengal and Assam reported for the week ended July 14, 
9 cases and 6 deaths. There are 5 districts and towns included in eastern 
Bengal and Assam, embraced in the report. 

United Provinces. — The number of districts and towns embraced in 
the United Provinces reported upon is 77. These contain the large 
cities of Agra, Allahabad, Benares, Lucknow, and others. Yet in all 
this large area and immense population only 13 seizures and 9 deaths 
from plague are reported for the week. 

The Punjab. — In the Punjab there are 31 districts and towns, and 
the cities of Delhi, Julladur, Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Multan are 
included in the report. The number of plague cases in this area was 
103, and the number of deaths 100. These were distributed, as 
follows: 

Jullundur district, 1; Hoshiarpur, 2; Ferozepur, 10 cases and 10 



